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ABSTRACT
This document gives definitions and symbols for the

basic units of measure, for derived units, and for supplementary
units. Decimal multiples and sub-multiples of units and units outside
the International System also are discussed. Appendix I reproduces
the decisions made on units and on the International System by two
committees (the General Conference of weights and Measures and the
International Committee of Weights and Measures) since 1889; Appendix
II outlines methods which metrological laboratories can use to derive
the units and to calibrate standards. (DT)
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perature of freezing platinum under a pressure il 101 325 newtons
per square metre. (13th CGPM (1967). Resolution 5).

2. Symbols
The base units of the International System are collected in table

1 with their names and their symbols (10th CGPM (1954), Resolu-
tion 6; 11th CGPM (1960), Resolution 12; 13th CGPM (1967), Reso-
lution 3; 14th CGPM (1971), Resolution 3.

TABLE 1

.9/ base unite

Quantity Name Symbol
length metre m
mass_ kilogram kg
time second s
electric current ampere A
thermodynamic tempera-

tures kelvin K
amount of substance mole mol
luminous intensity candela cd

'Peebles temperature is in mass *splayed le demo Ceiba., (*VAN C) (see Note, P. 4).

The general principle governing the writing of unit symbols had
already been adopted by the 9th CGPM (1958), Resolution 7, accord-
ing to which:

Roman (uprights type, in general lower case, is used for symbols of units;
if however the symbols are derived from proper names, capital roman type.
is used [for the first letter]. These symbols are notfollowed by a full stop
(period].

Unit symbols do not change in the plural.

11.2 Derived units

1. Expressions

Derived units are expressed algebraically in terms of base units by
me ..3 of the mathematical symbols of multiplication and division.
St venal derived units have been given special names and symbols
which may themselves be used to express other derived units in a
simpler way than in terms of the base units.

Derived units may therfore be dassified under three headings.
Some of them are given in tables 2, 3, and 4.
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